O’Neill Doubtful 
On Funding of 



Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill pre- 
dicted yesterday that the House would 
not reconstitute a special committee 
studying assassinations even if its 
backers reduced a planned budget re- 
quest by as much as $2.5 million. 

“I see in the paper they’re thinking 
of cutting back their request now to 
$4 million/* O’Neill told reporters. £ T 
would hope they cut it back much 
more, much lower than $4 million.” 

The Massachusetts Democrat said a 
resolution to reconstitute the panel 
created last year to investigate the 
killings of President , John F. Kennedy 
and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. would come before the House next 
Wednesday if it clears the Rules Com- 
mittee by then. 

The committee last year endorsed a 
budget request for the new Congress 
of $6.5 million a year for two years, 
and the planned $13 million spending j 
resulted in opposition to continuing 
the committee, even at last year’s 
spending level, through March until a 
new budget could 1 be approved. 

“This House isn’t going for any of 
the sums they've been talking about 
and it won’t go for the systems they’- 
ve suggested either/* said O’Neill. 

The “systems” referred' to an earlier 
plan, now abandoned, to seek ap- 
proval of equipment to secretly moni- 
tor and record telephone conversa- 
tions. 





